creative, inspiring, colorful
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THE STORY OF ARTS AND CULTURE IN SLOVENIA

The share of employees in cultural activi-

ties in Slovenia is 2% of the total number of
employed persons (which is 10" out of 33
countries included in the Eurostat survey).




CuLTuRE Is A VALUE

But let's begin at the beginning. Nations
are not only defined by their geostrategic
position or by the demonstration of different
forms of power. The basis can be much more
philosophical, perhaps even esoteric, and
inspiring, for example culture and cultural
excellence. This is why Slovenia also builds
its identity on an extremely rich cultural
heritage, and if we are to understand this, we
have to know the heritage well.

One of the most important landmarks in
the development of Slovenian language
and culture were the Freising Manuscripts.
These are the oldest records in Slovenian,
created between 972 and 1039, probably
before 1000. They are an important element
of the identification of Slovenians with
achievements in the field of culture and art.
The manuscripts are kept at the Bavarian
State Library in Munich, Germany.

We have to mention the poet France
Preseren, who became the pride of Slove-
nian poetry, and who is also the author of
the Slovenian national anthem Zdravljica
(A Toast). This poem calls for the co-exist-
ence of nations and is a toast to all people

of good will.
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SLoVENIANS AND CULTURE

The story of arts and culture in Slovenia is an
individual one: almost every Slovenian is a poet,
painter, cook, dancer, winemaker, musician, di-
rector, actor, blogger, or carver. From all that we
love, we can make art. As well as artists working
in different handcrafts and trades which have
been transferred from generation to generation
down through the centuries, Slovenians are suc-
cessful in many contemporary arts accessible to
all generations. We respect cultural and artistic
creation and everything to which we add a per-
sonal touch. Cultural activities in Slovenia have
numerous faces and one could say that art is
the field in which Slovenians make their wishes
come true. We leave a part of us in everything
we do.

Slovenia has a very extensive, high-quality and in-
ternationally recognisable amateur culture. Some
: 4900 amateur cultural associations with almost :
100,000 members are active in Slovenia. :

Cultural events are well attended:; various fes-
tivals (especially during the summer) impress
visitors who come from near and far. Theatre
and concerts are also very popular, and we love
to read and are proud of our cultural tradition.



LANGUAGE

The official language in Slovenia is Slovenian,
as determined by the Constitution of the
Republic of Slovenia, which also guarantees
the Italian and Hungarian minorities the right
to use their respective languages and develop
their cultures in the areas in which they live.

. Although Slovenian is part of the South Slavic
language group, it also shares many features :
: with the West Slavic branch. Slovenian has :
been also influenced by the Roman, Germanic :

: and Finno-Ugric worlds.

About 2.4 million people around the world
speak Slovenian as their mother tongue. Itis a
special language: the most notable is the use
of dual form, the grammatical number used
for two people or things in all the inflected
parts of speech, which is nowadays a very
rare phenomenon in linguistics. Despite the
relatively small area in which Slovenian is
spoken and the small number of speakers,
linguists have identified forty-six clearly
established dialects.

Slava Vojvodine Kranjske (The Glory of the Duchy of
Carniola, 1689), an encyclopaedic work by ethnogra-
pher and historian Janez Vajkard Valvasor. The book is
the first systematic outline of Slovenia’s history, territo-
ry and way of life. His treatise on Lake Cerknica earned
Valvasor membership of the Royal Society in 1687.
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LITERATURE AND BooKs

Slovenians feel literature; it has helped build our
identity, and it has kept its prominent role until
today. When PrimoZ Trubar, a Protestant priest,
published the first Slovenian printed books -
Catechism and Abecedarium - in 1550, he put
the Slovenian language and nation on the map
of European nations in the spirit of the time of
the Reformation. Trubar smuggled the first
Slovenian books in barrels from the Tiibingen,
Germany, printing house, which is not a legend,
but a proven historical fact. Even the great man
himself could probably not have imagined that
this would lay the foundations for the Slovenian
literary language on which artists of future gen-
erations would build, and the rich repertoire of
creativity that would follow his work.

Ever since, the literature and language have been
closely intertwined with national conscious-
ness, which was best expressed by France
Preseren, the greatest Slovenian poet and a
known personality of European Romanticism.
His poetry was also one of the foundations of
the first important national political programme,
which served as a basis for the development
of a clearly defined national identity. Preseren
is the author of Zdravljica (The Toast), the na-
tional anthem of Slovenia, written at the time of
the Spring of Nations in the first half of the 19t



century. Zdravljica calls for harmony among the nations, toasts
to all good people and exclaims “that all men free no more shall
foes but neighbours be". Ever since it was written, Zdravljica
has been an important aspect of Slovenians' struggle for inde-
pendence and a foundation of the national identity.

Perhaps this is why Slovenian writer Ivan Cankar wrote that
Slovenia is a piece of heaven under Mt. Triglav. This repre-
sentative of the Slovenian modernism, and one of the most
prominent authors, was among those who linked literary crea-
tion with political activism. This is further evidence of how
creativity and (international) political activity go hand in hand.
Today, these authors are succeeded by numerous writers and
poets, including Boris Pahor, Drago Jan&ar, Tomaz Salamun,
Ale$ Debeljak and Brina Svit, whose works have been trans-
lated into several foreign languages, proving that a language
spoken by a mere two million can have priceless treasures,
too.

Slovenia holds global records for the number of new book ti-
: tles issued per capita. Most of these titles are literary works, :
with a high share of Slovenian literary titles and translations of

: contemporary foreign literature.

A lively book market requires an appropriate organisation of
authors, publishers and booksellers. Most authors are mem-
bers of the Slovene Writers' Association, whose unwavering
intellectual commitment makes it one of the most respected
associations. The role of the Association was especially im-
portant in the democratisation of the society in the 1980s.
The Slovenian section of PEN International enables Slovenian
authors to participate in activities at the international level and
meet foreign writers. Their efforts focus on human rights, de-
mands for peace and the freedom of the written word.
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Every fourth citizen of Slovenia is a member of a gen-
eral library, and every member visits a library about
twenty times a year. Twelve books borrowed annually

per capita (2012) place Slovenia among the top-ranking
i countries in Europe.
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A special place in Slovenian culture is reserved for architecture, mostly thanks
to the works of architect JoZe Ple¢nik. Ple¢nik worked in the Czech Republic,
Vienna and Ljubljana; his typical neo-classicist approach produced some monu-

mental projects, such as the rearranged Prague castle of Hrad¢any, the National

and University Library in Ljubljana, Zale Cemetery and the Zacherl house in Vien-
na. Some of his contemporaries and students (Jager, Fabiani, Vurnik, Ravnikar,
Miheli¢) continued to develop the enviable tradition of Slovenian architecture.
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CuLTURAL HERITAGE
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Slovenia is also interesting for its many small castles,
which were used by the aristocracy as holiday homes and
hunting lodges. The best-known castles are those in Lju-
bljana, Bled, Ptuj, Podsreda, Predjama, Otocec, Mokrice

and Sneznik, all popular tourist spots.



SPECIFIC FEATURES

The oldest wheel with an axle in the world was found
in the Ljubljansko barje area. The estimated age of
the wooden wheel is 5200 years. The find also in-
dicates the outstanding value of the pile-dwelling -
villages dating back to the era from the 5th to 2nd
millennia B.C., i.e. to the time of the first farmers. The
importance of protecting and preserving such sites
was also recognised by UNESCO, which in 2011
confirmed the group nomination of Alpine countries
(Austria, France, Italy, Germany, Slovenia and Swit-
zerland) and added the pile-dwellings to the World
Heritage Site List.

Slovenia is among the rare languages that still has
. dual forms. :
Maribor, the second biggest city in Slovenia, was the

European Capital of Culture in 2012.
Painted beehive panels are a unique reflection of folk
creativity and rural art in the Alpine region of Slove-
! nia, dating from the 18" and 19" centuries and de- :
: picting everyday life and religious scenes. 2

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL EVENTS

Slovenia annually hosts many events that enjoy recognition beyond its national

borders. Among the most notable are the Ljubljana Biennial of Graphic Arts (which
has gained a reputation as one of the greatest European visual art events), the an-
nual Ljubljana Summer Festival, Festival Lent in Maribor, the Liffe film festival, the
Exodos festival of dance arts in Ljubljana, the Ana Desetnica street theatre gather-

Kurent is one of the original carnival characters from
Ptujsko polje that is supposed to chase winter away.

% ing, the PEN writers’ meeting in Bled, the Vilenica writers’ meeting in SeZana, and
the Biennial of Industrial Design. Especially important in this respect is the Can- i
karjev dom cultural and congress centre in Ljubljana, a member of the network of |
the most prominent global cultural festivals, which is Slovenia’s window on the i
world in the field of exchange and cooperation of Slovenian and foreign artists. |
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